
English 12 
 

Instructor: Mr. Klint McKean                                                                                                                            Room 118 

 

To the Parents: Please read the following with your child and see to it that he/she RETURNS the LAST PAGE to me 

with signatures and contact information by MONDAY, 8/6/18. I look forward to working with your children and 

encourage your involvement in their education. You can contact me by email at kmckean@muhs.com or by phone at 

634-7531 ext. 1118 with any questions or concerns you may have.  

 

Class Guidelines 

 

Note: My goal and philosophy is to make my class a safe place of community grounded in respect and cooperation. This is 

the overarching idea behind my classroom guidelines and procedures. LET’S HAVE A GREAT YEAR! 

 

1. Preparedness: It is paramount that you come to class everyday prepared and ready to learn, that means you have 

completed the assignments and bring all necessary materials: 

 Completed Assignments / Homework 

 Pens, pencils, erasers, and lined paper 

 Textbook—I’ll tell you which days to bring this book. 

 USB (flash) Drive 

 

2. Attentiveness: One of my pet peeves while I am teaching is that you listen and do not talk or disrupt in any way, this 

includes sleeping. I try my best to be respectful and give my attention to someone while they are speaking. I expect you to 

do the same.  

 

3. Integrity: Integrity is defined as a “firm adherence to a standard of values.” In our class that standard includes treating 

yourselves, your classmates, your teacher, and your education with respect. It also includes academic honesty. I treat 

cheating and plagiarism very seriously, and there will be severe consequences to anyone caught cheating.  

 

Course Description: Students will focus on European literature from the Middle Ages to the (near) present: from 

Beowulf and Dante’s Inferno to twentieth-century works such as Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka. Units are arranged 

chronologically, so that students may see how earlier works influenced later works and how forms and ideas have evolved 

over time. Students consider prominent themes for each time period: for instance, the tension between reason and emotion 

in 17th century literature, and questions of the relationship between art and nature in the literature of the 18th and early 19th 

centuries. In their essays and discussions, students may relate a work to its historical circumstances, trace a symbol 

through a work, or consider a moral or philosophical question. Writing assignments include essays and research papers. 

By the end of the 12th grade students have become familiar with some of the major works and ideas of European literature, 

have honed their skills of literary analysis, and have learned to write a research paper with proper documentation. 

 

Coursework 
Reading-“To read without reflecting is like eating without  
digesting.” (Edward Burke) Reading is more than a test you  
must pass on the AIMS. It is the most practical and commonly  
used skill you will gain while in school. To put it simply, you  
will be reading everyday for the rest of your life. And of course it can be very enjoyable and edifying. You will be asked 

to discuss, analyze, evaluate, and summarize class readings, orally and in writing, on a regular basis.  
 

Writing-Writing is difficult—even if you’re an English teacher. It is a process that takes time and preparation, writing 

and rewriting, and it’s something you hardly ever get right on the first try. We will be learning to work through this 

process in both short and long writing assignments. Some of the types of writing you will encounter are: literary 

analysis, research, expressive (personal narrative and poetry), persuasive, expository, and functional writing. 

 

 

 

 

"[S]tudents should read books that are 

transformative, life-changing, filled with 

large and multi-layered ideas and themes." 
 

mailto:kmckean@muhs.com


WRITING REQUIREMENT 

Each English 12 student is required to write 6 papers over the course of the year (three per semester) in order to receive 

credit for the class. Despite a student’s grade, if you do not complete each of the six papers you will not pass the class. 

Please be diligent and responsible about each of these six assignments.  

 
Writing: College/Career Readiness and Rhetoric 

 

Fall Semester 

 Personal Statement (College Admission) Essay 

 Expository Research Essay 

 Literary Analysis Essay (Hamlet) 

Spring Semester 

 Resume & Cover Letter 

 Modern Modest Proposal (Rhetoric & Satire) 

 Persuasive Research Essay (Proposal Essay) 

o This essay is part of your Senior English 

Project, which is a year-long, multipart 

assignment. More info to come. 

 

Reading: European Literature    
 

Fall Semester 

 Beowulf 

 Inferno by Dante Alighieri     

 Hamlet by William Shakespeare                                       

Spring Semester 

 Enlightenment and Romanticism 

 Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 

 20th Century / Modernism 

                                                                                             

Curriculum: Fall Semester  

 

Units: 
 Rhetoric, Research, and Expository 

Writing 
 Middle Ages: tension between human and 

divine in literature 
 Renaissance and Reformation: explore its 

continuity and departure from Middle Ages 
 17th Century: explore questions of human 

reason and emotion  
 

*Subject to change 

Skills and Recurrent Assignments: 
 Close Reading 
 Annotation 
 Rhetorical and Literary Analysis 
 MLA Formatting and Documentation 
 Vocabulary 
 Reading Responses 
 Research Process  
 Writing Process: Prewriting, revising, editing, drafting, 

redrafting, publishing 
 Listening and Speaking (Seminars and Presentations) 

 

Curriculum: Spring Semester  

 

Units: 
 Rhetoric, Research, and Persuasive 

Writing 
 18th Century: explore relationship between 

man and nature 
 19th Century: explore romantic and gothic 

themes 
 20th Century: consider the breakdown and 

affirmation of meaning in the “Age of 

Anxiety” 
 

*Subject to change 

Skills and Recurrent Assignments: 
 Close Reading 
 Annotation 
 Rhetorical and Literary Analysis 
 MLA Formatting and Documentation 
 Vocabulary 
 Reading Responses 
 Research Process  
 Writing Process: Prewriting, revising, editing, drafting, 

redrafting, publishing 
 Listening and Speaking (Seminars and Presentations) 

 

Grading Scale:          90-100%   A                                60-69%   D 

                                    80-89%   B                                0-59 %    F 

                                    70-79%   C 



 

Class & Mingus HS Policies 

 

Electronic Devices: All electronic devices (cell phones, mp3 players, etc.) are to be turned off and put away while school 

is in session; before school, during lunch, and after school are the only times students are permitted to use them. 

Confiscated electronic devices are given to the front office where they must be picked up by a parent or guardian. Unless I 

tell you to take out your cell phones, keep them out of sight. If I see any I will take them. 

 

Absences & Tardies: When you are absent it is your responsibility to come to me and get any make-up work. If an 

assignment was due while you were absent, you have the number of days you missed to make-up the work.  

 

Coming into class late is very distracting to your classmates and to me. Make a habit of getting to class on time every day. 

If you are late during a tardy sweep, you will not be allowed to come to class that day. Instead you will have to report to 

ALC. This is a school-wide policy. 

 

Restroom/Hall Pass: The best time to use the restroom is between classes. I will only give a restroom pass during class if 

it is an emergency. Otherwise, just wait until class ends.  

 

Late Work: I will accept late work that is turned in up to one week after the due date. You will receive 75% of the credit 

for all late work. I will not accept any work that is more than one week late. 

 

Extra Credit: In addition to an unused late work pass, several times throughout the semester I will give you the option of 

completing additional work on a specified assignment for extra credit.  

 

Classroom Cleanliness: With the exception of water, there is no food or drinks allowed in the room. Also, all trash 

(paper shreds, broken pencils, etc.) must be thrown in the garbage—not on the floor. Let’s keep our room looking good. 

 

Academic Integrity: (PLEASE READ AND SIGN THE ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY) 

1. Cheating will not be tolerated. It will result in an immediate zero score and you will be expelled from the 

classroom for the day. Your parents will be contacted about your behavior. This applies to both the cheater and 

any accomplices, whether voluntary or not. 

2. Plagiarism is the act of using someone else’s words, ideas or inventions as your own. It is not only an act of theft, 

but an act of intellectual laziness. You will be taught the proper way to document other’s words, ideas and 

inventions in your essays so that they support your argument and opinion. If you plagiarize you will receive no 

credit and a conference will be scheduled with your parents.  

 

 

For further explanation and policies, see the school handbook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Chromebook Rules 
 

1. Chromebooks stay in the classroom and are for school use only. 
2. Only use your Chromebook in the classroom when instructed to use it. 
3. Know your goal/objective when using the Chromebook. 
4. “Lower the lid” when the teacher/presenter is talking. 
5. Only use as instructed. 

 Only use your Chromebook in the classroom, at your own desk. 

 Do not change settings or download anything unless instructed to do so. 

 No emailing (unless you are emailing your teacher an assignment). 

 Do not access any social media sites or sites that aren’t permitted on school computers. 

6. Take care of your Chromebook. 
 Wash hands before using your Chromebook. 

 Always have a clean/clear desk-top. 

 Water bottles must stay on the floor. 

 No food or drinks (besides water) allowed in the classroom. 

7. Transition responsibly with your Chromebook. 
 ALWAYS carry your Chromebook with TWO hands. 

 When carrying your Chromebook, WALK to and from the rack. 

 Chromebook must be kept flat on your own desk at all times once taken out. 

 Do not crowd around Chromebook racks– wait for your turn. 

 Plug in your Chromebook when you return it to the cart. 

Behavior Consequences 
1st Offense: one week without Chromebook 
2nd Offense: two weeks without Chromebook 
3rd Offense: three weeks without Chromebook 
4th Offense OR ANY serious offense: No more use of Chromebook 
 

Chromebook Rules Student Agreement 
I have read and understand the Chromebook Rules for Mr. McKean’s classroom. I will follow all of the 
Chromebook Rules listed above. I understand that breaking any of these rules may result in loss of 
Chromebook privileges.  
 
Student Name_____________________________   Student Signature ________________________________ 
 

Date _______________ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I have read the rules and policies of Mr. McKean’s English 12 class, and I 

agree to follow these rules and policies. 
 

 

______________________________                    ________________________________ 

Student Name                                                          Student Signature 

 

I have read and understand the rules and policies of Mr. McKean’s English 12 

class. 
 

 

______________________________                  _________________________________ 

Parent Name                                                          Parent Signature 

 

Parent Contact Information 

                                   

Home Phone: _________________________ 

               

              Cell: _________________________ 

 

           Email: __________________________ 

 

Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


